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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 650 Old Orchard Road 

Historic Name: Delano Summer Cottage 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1910 

Source: deeds 

Style/Form: Summer cottage 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete block 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
none 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.55 


Setting: The cottage is situated within a dense residential 
subdivision on a historic road. The development on the east 
side of the road occurred on land once associated with the 
cottage. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Delano Summer Cottage, built ca. 1910, is a small, one-story dwelling with a plan angled in three sections fronted by a 
glazed porch. A center entrance containing a door with multiple glass panes is flanked by four six-over-six sash windows on 
each side; additional single sash windows occupy the ends of the porch as well as the ends of the cottage itself. The cottage is 
centered on a half-acre wooded lot. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In January 1905, Robert Ripley Horton (1856-1917) of North Eastham deeded forty undeveloped acres at the junction of two 
then-unnamed roads (now Brackett and Old Orchard Roads) to the heirs of Marion master mariner and grain dealer Ansel S. 
Gurney (1822-1904). Horton, the son of Isaiah Holbrook Horton (1814-74) and his second wife Louisa Doane (1818-98), was a 
former North Eastham postmaster and the long-time station agent for the New York, New Haven, and Hartford Railroad depot in 
North Eastham, and he traded often in family and other land in the area. Horton, who acquired the tract in 1890, appears to 
have given a mortgage on the property to Gurney in 1898, but the relation between the two men is not yet known.' No house is 
shown on the site of 650 Old Orchard Road on Eastham maps through 1905, and none of the later subdivision plans depict 
buildings; a survey of tax records would be required to date the building more precisely. 


The heirs of Ansel Gurney were his daughters Estelle Louisa (1951-1927) and Ruth Stutson (1856-1936) and their families; 
Gurney’s wife Lovica B. Hathaway had died in 1898. The Gurney sisters married brothers: Estelle married John Walton Delano 
(1852-1920) in 1875, and in 1891 Ruth married Marion farmer George M. Delano (born 1854). John and Estelle Dlano had three 
children Walton S. (born 1877), Estelle R. (born 1879), and Elmira B. (1883-1909). Cape newspapers did not report the visits of 
the Delano families to North Eastham, but they owned the property for decades and passed it on to their children. After Estelle 
Gurney Delano died in 1927, her two surviving children inherited her share of the property, and at Ruth Gurney Delano’s death 
in 1936 her only child, Lovica (also Lovicy), born in 1892, acquired her parents’ share. At some point the Delanos sold the larger 
part of the 40-acre tract, and the house at 650 Old Orchard remained on an 18.20-acre lot. 


Walton S. Delano died in Florida in 1950, and in July and August of the same year the administrator of his estate and the two 
surviving heirs, Estelle Delano Paull of Fairhaven and Lovicy M. Delano of Marion, sold 650 Old Orchard Road and its 18.20- 
acre parcel to James E. Blake and William F. Hoerle, both of Torrington, Connecticut. In October 1951 they divided the lot, with 
650 Old Orchard on an 8.0-acre parcel, and a month later Hoerle sold his share to Blake. Blake had died by 1954 when his 
estate administrator sold 650 Old Orchard to Raymond A. and Mary J. Hoyer of Andover, who owned it for a decade before 
selling it to Robert N. and Claire G. Kear of Yorktown Heights, New York. The Kears sold it to Bruce T. and Fahy R. Bygate of 
Avon, Connecticut, in 1949, and they were the owners of record in 2020.° 
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View from south. 
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